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Lgypt, wholly composed of Christians, and, even upposing the facts to have been as stated, their efusal to inarch in obedience to the Emperor's >rders and rejoin the main army at a moment when .n active campaign was in progress, simply invited he stroke of doom. Maximian was not the man to olerate mutiny in the face of the enemy.
But still there were many Christian victims of vlaximian wherever he took up his quarters — at lome, Aquileia, Marseilles—mostly soldiers whose efusal to sacrifice brought down upon them the ,rm of the law. Maximian is described in the 1 Passion of St. Victor*' as " a great dragon," but he story, even as told by the hagiologist, scarcely ustifies the epithet. Just as the military prefects, >efore whom Victor was first taken, begged him to econsider his position, so Maximian, after ordering , priest to bring an altar of Jupiter, turned to Vic-or and said * : " Just offer a few grains of incense ; ilacate Jupiter and be our friend." Victor's answer vas to dash the altar to the ground from the hands >f the priest and place his foot triumphantly upon t. We may admire the fortitude of the martyr, >ut the martyrdom was self-inflicted, and the anger >f the Emperor not wholly unwarranted. " Be our riend," he had said, and his overtures were spurned nth contempt.
We may suspect, indeed, that this partial persecu-ion was due rather to the insistence of the martyrs heinselves than to deliberate policy on the part of Maximian. When enthusiastic Christians thrust
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